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The Mountain Music Parlor, located at 735 Center Street in Midtown
Reno, has been a dream of Rene
Through determination, hard work, and significant financial invest-
ment the dream is coming to fruition. | recently had a conversation

with Renee about the Par-

lor.

(RR) oDo you have —/—
for the MMP?46 '
(Renee)0 To teach, en

preserve and pass down the grasots
music of America. Provide the opportu
ty of music community, culture and ed
cation to those who desire such.

( RR) OHow
dream?6

l ong h &

(Renee)o | t 6s been ab o B
dream hit me out of nowhere and com-
pletely took over.

vinced of it and that this is whatve 6 r e

fi
s u p pdoisge \We savothebm@untain of work ahead

behind rose colored glasses (of course), took a deep breath and started forging ahead with faith.
Cindy Gray, our fabulous partner amazingly had the same sort of dream and she jumped in with both

At r st | wasnot

feet and wedre off and running!

and our community! Very exciting!é

T h e OokconBrmisgi n
over and over again that Mountain Music Parlor is destined to be something wonderful for our music
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(RR) o0Can you tell us something about the history of th

(Renee)l t 6s a beauti ful Arts & Cr aft s -kibwmagchitecoimnvthis doea designediit.nThel
| ovely park downtown is named after him. Back in the 5

7
()]

k

to go for everything music. Maytandés had it all a n dextc ojn't

door. Steve Maytan owned all the lots, tore down the 3 little houses that were there and had my father build him the negv lar
er building with recital hall and classrooms upstairs. Now, in the former music store house, my husband and | along with Cin-
dy Gray are bringing her back to I|life with music once ag

(RR) 0When did you start construction on the Parlor?é

(Renee)o0 We started it in the early fall of 2013. |t took us
struction company equipment and supplies. Then we began renovations from the top floor working our way down. Finally,
over a year later, we are starting that back building, whichwasanaeddn i n t he 606s, to be our

(RR) ol know youdve had several fundraisers but who are
and nail ?6

ai

r e

S

(Renee0 We dve had two fundraisers. One was a rummage sale tlha

a fabulous concert at the Hacienda put on by Rick Sparks and his band. We had quite a few people come help at the start of

the renovation project. Charlie Edsall has been an amazing dedicated helper from the beginning. He has donated so many

hours of his time and we are so very grateful for him. Jerry Robinson is another of our super stars, as are Jim Buehler@md D
Ti mmer. These guys are helping make history!ao

(RR) o6l recently saw the Parlor and | was impressed witih

what stage in the construction process you are? And wha

(Renee)o | t s certainly been a | ot of exhausting work, mu c h
itself is a magnet that strengthens us. Wedve had t oacet ak
lighting, sanding and painting practically every surface, take out all the vintage door locks, repair anélene them, replumb
sewer | ines and reconstruct the original kitchen, ¢ hwitld- i
out the recital hal | . ltds a high ceiling ewbodthat gotldorcik 1
Smith Valley early this year. Can hardly wait for the completion! Any voluntesi = i
are welcome to come swing a hammer & )

(RR) OoWhen do you hope to be done

(Renee)o0 We dve tried calculating that!
the lid on the can of worms has proven to be a challenge but our newest goa
to be done by January. Donald is having shoulder surgery in early Nove
so that will set us back a bit. My own personally owned business, General (
ter, has been put on the back burner for months in order to try and do all t
work the Parlor needs. But the customers are calling for service, so duty ce
But the goal of finishing by Janua

Xy

- L

Bhy®Rer agr onliy D&k y 3
(Renee)o No . Mountain Music Parlor wild/l encompass and teach
thereol |l b e Ce kime, Wester; ¥gksand evera Ragtime. O’heddream is to teach, nurture and pass on these

(RR) O0ls the Parlor going to be for

time worn genres of American music culture. We also will be teaching Cowboy Poetry, Native American song and whateyer

el se reveals itself and fits in. The Parl or will agand v ¢
and positive venture that wedre on and wedre overwhel meog

(RR) OoWho are some of the teachers you have |lined up to

(Renee)o Ci ndy Gr ay, Educati on Director, has been the paramou

ground, prominent musicians were already volunteering to join in! Cindy has brought in the best instructors around likamguit

and bassist Charlie Edsall, Don Timmer with mandolin and harmonica, Steve Spurgin for song writing, Joe Bly for English Flute

Rick Sparks with banjo, dulcimer teachers Stan & Johanna; myself, Holly Sternberg and Catherine Matovich for fiddle ?z
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as others. A great big musical family already! But more importantly, a great group of hearts willing to share their passion

(RR) 0Do you intend to have concerts?6

(Renee)o Yes we do. But our first and most i mportant plan |is
concept and kicking it up 200 notches! Wedre reall ygeakci| t
activities. Wedll have different types of workshops,onfiddlI
strations, etc., etc. We ‘ > e ft s
casing professionals with the emphasis on education ar, &

training of their particular genre. Our desire is to help inspi 4
encourage and nurture the musical dreams of all who come

under our roof!é ,

(RR) OHow much seating do vy} x
(Renee)0 When we get the stage ; e
guessing about 40 to 50 seats, which is perfect for our goa’i’ﬂ

at this time. In the futur

( RR) 0This is a project t h njj o
whether they are pickers or listeners. What can we do to he

you realize your dream and anl c
(Renee)0 Thi s surely is a COMM

do? Spread the news, share your musical passion and exper-

ti se. Donate instruments, accessories, music books, volunt
(RR) oO0You are one of the best bluegrass fiddlers in the a
fiddle as your instrumen® 6

(Renee)o That s very nice to hear, Thank you. Wel |l , my musilce
were both singers in the Sierra Nevada Choral. My mother also loved and played the organ. When | was 6 years old she start-
ed both my sister and | on organ |l essons. To her dsasimppoli
front of the Television watching an orchestra, |  poaiclnet ed t

Next thing | knew a violin was surgically attached to my nedélor so it seemed! | began lessons with a private teacher up at
UNR and took to it like a bird to flight. Maybe the violin picked me because | really have no desire to play anything élse.

young teenager | picked up the guitar and the banjo for
funny thing though about this journey is after | came back from attending Texas Christian University, | was introduced ¢ddan
fiddler named Fiddlind Ed! Candt even remember how or
though did NOT want me to be a o0fiddleré, so | scrapped
(RR) o6Can you tell us something about your orchestra exfg
(Renee)o | |l ove playing with an orchestra, but when | was yd

that God gave me the talent to play the violin, but for some reason, not the personality,,,,,, at least in the orchestraldwor

From the beginning in elementary school, all the way up the grades, | played in all and every orchestra around; the Youth Sym-

phonies and UNR Orchestra even though | was just in High School, but | never really ever liked it. The sitting and waiting
each section to refine their parts, the hours and hours of boredom were just too much for this antsy girl. | was the ormathr
ing paper airplanes with love notes on them to the cute bass player! Finally the answer (years l&eébpd gave me the per-

sonality for Bluegrass! ltds energetic, FUN, and nAcdm- b
fortable, amazing community to be a part of. I wisiargemo:[
part of musicians are alone in their homes withnoonetoplaywitMusi ¢ i s to be shared. I ©
the FUN &6

( RR) 0l s there anything else you would Iike to say abol

(Renee)o Yes, the HOLE, the GOAL and the GLUE of MountainfM\
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vel ous welcoming home to music teachers needing a place
wanting to open up a whole Western Cultural Center that Reno needs, similar to the Western Folk Life Center in Elko. |&t wou
have a small Western heritage museum and be a gathering place for cultural workshops and lectures all hinged on heritage
music. Now the dream is refined with high aspirations and is finally coming true with the birth of Mountain Music Parlond\Ci
Gray, with her vast amount of educational and instruction experience, is the brains behind developing our fantastic Musid-Aca

emy. Classes are finally up and running! Wedre putting ins
try playing. | can hardly wait for the Cowboy Poetr wheadsang
teaching, nurturing and passing along the music of oua (oLl
small oOshopped with instruments, accessories, music bwmoks,
sel | their CD6s at the Parlor and weol | have fun, olydf wes
t his, pl ease do. Retrospectively | feel that musi culdlfe a ¢
be withoutit?Mount ain Music Parlor will be different things to| ma

Would you like to help finish the Par-

lor? Your labor and your financial
contributions will benefit the commu-
nity for years to come. Go to
www.mountainmusicparlor.com if you
would like to make atax -deductible

contribution.

p
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