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Kathi Scott-  òThanks to all the wonderful volunteers who helped on, before, and 

after the festival.  We couldnõt be doing this for 31 years if it werenõt for you.  You 

are the ones who made the festival. ò 

In compiling a volunteer list we discovered over 80 people who donated their 

time to make this a success.  First of all, a big shout -out to Rick Sparks who 

had ultimate responsibility for the project.  Judith Ullom who had responsi-
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all of us in our proper places at the right time.  Vaughn Moncrieff, as Facili-

ties Coordinator, was responsible for the stage and tent set up and festival 

grounds; Annie Pinkerton for marketing and publications, Mike Parsley for 

finding interesting vendors who gave the festival a fun carnival like atmos-

phere.  Steve Gallagher and crew for keeping festival-goers headed in the 

proper direction.  And especially Mr. Bob Piechocki and Jon Greene for the 

wonderful photographs that we will enjoy for many years to come.  And all 

the folks who manned the booths, made signs, hosted the campground, 

played for us at Davis Creek and in the opening ceremonies.  A full list of vol-

unteers can be found in this publication.   Thank you all.   

31st Annual Bowers Mansion Bluegrass  

Festival is Once Again The Best in the West 

Volunteers are the Key 
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List of Bowers 2016 Volunteers  

Festival Coordinator-  Rick Sparks 

Festival Asst. Manager- Judith Ullom 

Volunteer Coordinator- Kathi Scott 

Facilities Coordinator - Vaughn Montcrieff 

Publications- Annie Pinkerton 

Treasurer- Ray Hopper 

Vendor Coordinator- Mike Parsley 

Food Vendors- Eric Lovejoy 

Security Coordinator- Steve Gallagher 

T-shirt Design- Mike Parsley 

Audience Survey- Eric Lovejoy 

First Aid- Karen Roemmich 

Nevada Arts Council Grant Committee 

 Rick Rinehart 

 Jerry Robinson 

 Adele Clayton 

Photography 

 Bob Piechocki 

 Jon Greene 

Stage Manager 

 Ron Inkell 

 Elisa Bandelin 

Campground Hosts 

 Rick Rinehart 

 Carl Heard 

 Chris de St. Croix 

Band Signs 

 Sydney Bandelin 

 Hailey Bandelin 

Petting Zoo 

 Karen Williams 

 Wyatt Troxel 

 Cindy Gray 

 Bridget NcNeil 

 Zona Hairgrove 

Membership Booth 

 Eric Lovejoy 

 Maureen McNeil 

 Kristell Moller  

Merchandise Booth 

 Annie Pinkerton 

 Laura Levy 

 Karen Bruner  

 Tim McNeil 

Hospitality 

 Maureen Groach 

 Martha Greene 

 Rick Sparks 

 Karen Roemmich 

Security Crew 

 Ralph Totton 

 Dennis Grundy 

 Sharon Grundy 

 Ben Thomas 

 Randy Wilson 

 Phil McGill 

 Sarah McGill 

 Craig Bailey 

 Sharon Tetly 
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Security Crew Continued 

 Paula Walkins 

 Matt Walden 

 Jo Lynn Evans 

 Luke Ramsdell 

 Paula Darragh 

Facilities Crew 

 Chuck Maynard  

 Bill Shirley  

 Rick Sparks  

 Suzanne McDonald 

 McNeill family 

 Eric Lovejoy 

 Ron Moyes 

 Carl Heard 

 Dan Douglas  

 Tex Tankersely  

 Dave Stover 

 Marc Ullom 

 Judith Ullom 

 Neil Linden  

 Gerald Robinson  

 Celeste Robinson  

 Randy Wilson  

 Stefan Beck 

 Sue Ketterhagen 

 Jim Hartzell 

 Maureen Groach  

 Laura Levy 

 Ron Inkell 

 Suzi Cooper 

  

Advertising 

 Martha Greene 

 Rick Sparks 

 Dennis Bagley 

Ticket Booth 

 Marc Ullom 

 Judith Ullom 

 Valerie Keefe 

 Marilyn Naylor  

 Marsha Hulsey 

 Gary Hulsey 

 Sharon Grundy 

 Vicki Rinehart 

 Jim Hartzell 

Water Booth 

 Jerry Robinson 

 Celeste Robinson 

 Laurel Wilson 

 Sandy Luce 

Raffle Booth 

 Karla Bowman 

 Jon Benson 

 Kathleen Heil 

 Herb Heil 

Friday Davis Creek- Ricochet 

 Kathi Scott 

 Karen Roemmich 

 Rick Sparks 

 Renee Lauderback 

 Norm Young 

 

Opening Ceremonies 

 Cindy Gray 

 Kristell Moller  

 Lynn Zonge 

 Catherine Matovich 

 Scottish American Mili       

 tary Society 

  

Gospel Show by the Gabardines  

 Joyce Furlong 

 Martha Greene 

 Denise Jenkins 

 Ron Moyes 

 Jim Lappin 

 Wyatt Troxel 

Band Hotels-  

 Rick Rinehart 

 Russ Davies 
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The NNBA thanks the Scottish American Military Society and the Sierra Sweethearts for per-

forming a beautiful opening ceremony.  Participating members of SAMS include: 

Al McNeil-  USMC, NCO, Military Intel/Police 

Chris Bromley-  US Army/NV Army National Guard, NCO, Communication Intel, 2 Tours Iraq 

John Callan-  USMC and US Army, NCO, Striker Force 

Paul Lunsford-  US Navy Corpsman, NCO, Korea Service 

Vaughn Moncrieff-  US Army, NCO, LRRP Airborne Ranger, 2 tours Viet Nam 

Robert Bledsaw, US Navy, Officer, Submariner, US Naval Reserves, (Piper, unable to atten                      

due to ill health)  

Vaughn Moncrieff, Facilities Manager, and fellow members of the Scottish 

American Military Society presented the flag during the opening ceremony of 

the Bowers Mansion Bluegrass Festival August 13, 2016 

Sierra Sweethearts visible in background singing Star Spangled Banner 



     

 

CD Reviews by Cousin Jim Lappin 
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2 FER SOUNDS 

Flatt Lonesome (Pisgah Ridge Records) 

Runaway Train  (Mountain Home Records) 

 

  

 The very name of this young band tells the listener, that the roots of bluegrass music is alive and well.  Flatt 

Lonesome gives us a deeply rooted bluegrass band that isnõt afraid to branch-out into country sounds, high lonesome 

harmonies, stirring gospel numbers, and even a swing tune or two. 

 The Robertson family formed a bluegrass gospel band with three siblings and their dad, called Sandy Creek 

Revival.  In 2011, sisters Charli and Kelsi, joined with brother Buddy to form a recording and touring bluegrass band.  

Kelsi Robertson Harrigill plays mandolin, Charli Robertson plays fiddle, and Buddy Robertson plays lead and rhythm 

guitar.  The three are joined by old buddies, Domenic Illingworth on bass,  Paul Harrigill on banjo, and Michael Stock-

ton on dobro.  Together they are Flatt Lonesome. 

 In 2012 Flatt Lonesome took first place in the SPBGMA Band Championship. With this self titled CD, the 

IBMA awarded the group the 2014 Emerging Artist honors. 

 Flatt Lonesome, the CD, includes 11 great songs, and all have received a lot of air play on bluegrass radio.  

Youõll enjoy the Hazel Dickensõ song,óYouõll Get No More Of Meó featuring Kelsi on lead vocals, with her sibs joining in 

on harmonies.  òDoes My Ring Burn Your Fingeró features Charli on lead and asks the question, why has love failed?  

Buddyõs plaintive lead vocal on òOne Foot In The Graveó is really great and Kelsi sings lead on the bluesy number, 

òIõm Blueó.  Buddy and Charli tackle the Johnny Cash and June Carter hit, òJacksonó and all three  do a great rendition 

of  òBoondocksó, filled with super harmonies.  

 On the Runaway Train CD, we are treated to another fist-full of solid hits.  We enjoy ñYouôll Payò, by Danny Rob-

erts of the Grascals, featuring Buddyôs lead vocals with a story of cheating and lying.  The legendary Graham Parsons wrote 

ñStill Feeling Blueò, a song about saying goodbye and walking away.  The trio harmonies are so sweet on Dwight Yokamôs 

classic ñYouôre The Oneò.  Kelsi wrote the great gospel song ñIn The Heat Of The Fireò, which features a bluesy dobro and 

driving banjo.  Buddy shines on a Bluegrass Cardinals hit, ñDonôt Come Runningò.  Kelsi wrote ñIn The Morningò inspired 

by her daily Bible devotionals.  One verse sayséòIn the morning all things are brand newò.  Very cool! 

 The instrumental ñRoad to Nottinghamò lets the group spread out itôs wings on their instruments, with a great syn-

copated banjo beat.  On ñMixed Up Mess Of A Heartò you can hear the Bakersville sounds of Buck and Merle.  The title 

track ñRunaway Trainò steps outside the traditional box but features wonderful harmonies. 

 Get either or both of these two CDs. I know they will become favorites! 
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2 FROM THE VAULT 

Hot Rize  (Flying Fish) 

Radio Boogie  (Flying Fish) 

 By Hot Rize 

 

 In 1980, the first generation of bluegrass pickers was still kickinõ and pickinõ, with Bill 

Monroe, Lester Flatt, Earle Scruggs, Jim and Jesse, and the Osborne Brothers.  The second gener-

ation was giving us great recordings and festival experiences with  

J.D. Crowe, Larry Sparks, and Ricky Skaggs, to name a few.  Now, here comes a third generation 

(or at least 2 ½), Hot Rize.   

 Hot Rize quickly hit the festival and recording circuit running.  The guys making up this 

band were each multi-instrumental wizards, and gave us fans a taste of what our music was 

evolving to.  The group features Tim OõBrien on vocals, mandolin, and fiddle. 

Pete Wernick , known as Dr. Banjo, is a great banjo player, but also plays a mean pedal steel 

and writes songs, and sings harmonies.  Nick Forster thumps the bass guitar, lead guitar, and 

sings lead and harmony with the boys.  Charles Sawtelle picks the intricate guitar leads with lots 

of tasty licks, and helps with the vocals. 

 I had the opportunity to witness this band in action at Grass Valley in the early ô80õs and 

bought these albums on vinyl and cassette tape.  Although these guys also put on an extra show, 

as Red Knuckles and the Trailblazers, Iõll just give you a little peak into the classic songs of Hot 

Rize. 

 On their first album for Flying Fish Records, the band opens with the bluesy Bill Monroe 

song òBlue Nightó.  Tim leads the Irish song òNellie Kaneó and all the band joins in on the Del 

McCoury classic òHigh On A Mountainó.  Youõll enjoy òThis Here Bottleó, òOld Dan Tuckeró, and 

òCountry Boy Rock ônõ Rolló.  The guys delight our senses with the four part harmonies of òPrayer 

Bells Of Heavenó and òStanding In The Need Of Prayeró. 

 The second album, òRadio Boogieó, features the title song, starting out with the sounds of 

tuning in an old time radio to get the right station.  The band covers some of the more traditional 

tunes like òWild Bill Jonesó and òAint Gonna Work Tomorrowó.  Tim plays fiddle on òTom and Jer-

ryó and Charles sings one of my all time favorite renditions of òWalkinõ The Dogó.  Pete wrote the 

instrumental òNo Breaksó and the song òGone But Not Forgottenó.  Tim wrote òThe Sweetest 

Song I Singó and òLand Of Enchantmentó. 

 Dig-up these fine recordings and add them to your CD collection.  Youõll enjoy!!  
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House Full Of Sorrow (2009)  

Blue Canyon Boys  (2016) 

 

 Once again the great bluegrass state of Colorado has given us fun bluegrass music.  

Like some of the earlier greats from this state, Hot Rize, Bluegrass Patriots, and Front Range, 

the Blue Canyon Boys have delivered these two wonderful CDs.  The first is House Full Of Sor-

row and features a bluesy banjo man, Jeff Scoggins.  He brought his new band to Grass Valley 

this year.  Drew Garrett plays steady bass, Gary Dark picks a tinkeling mandolin, and the gui-

tar leads feature Jason Hicks.  Jason and Gary are prolific songsmiths and show-off several 

originals along with wonderful renditions of songs from the bluegrass masters. 

 The guys start off the 2009 CD with the Pete Seeger classic, òWindsborough Cotton Mill 

Bluesó, Ralph Stanleyõs òHighway Of Regretsó, Jimmy Martinõs hit òStormy Watersó, along with 

the traditional tunes òRoving Gambleró and òJesus On The Main Lineó.  Jason gives us several 

originals including òGoinõ Up Yonderó,  òNo Reason To Go Homeó, and òYou Better Get To Heav-

enó.  Gary sings his songs òHello Whoõs Calling?ó and òLyinõ, Cheatinõ, Cryinó. 

 On the current CD, Blue Canyon Boys provide fun bounce, drive, harmonies, and picking 

virtuosity.  I enjoyed the classics òRoll Muddy Riveró,   òGet Down On Your Knees And Prayó and 

òThere Goes My Loveó. 

 Jason and Gary give us several of their other gems.  Youõll like òOne Lonely Thought Of 

Youó, òRiding On That Northbound Trainó by Jason Hicks.  Gary authored òWake up The Partyõs 

Overó and òThis Heart Of Mineó.  Gary also wrote the instrumental tune òShinjuku Stationó. 

 Fun, fast, crisp picking, bluesy-bouncy beats, and good harmonies fill this album.  

These guys traveled to Susanville this year, and would be a good addition to our line-up at 

Bowers Mansion.  Pick-up your copies today!! 

 Happy Listening 

 Jim Lappin 
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